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	TEXT OF RESOLUTION
	

	[ ] RESOLVED, That the Episcopal Diocese of New York affirm the U.S. Constitution’s guarantee of the free exercise of religion, which includes the right of churches to choose their own clergy and leaders according to their own rules and criteria without interference from governments, private citizens, or other religious groups; and be it further

[ ] RESOLVED, That the Episcopal Diocese of New York condemn those activities of the Institute on Religion and Democracy (IRD) and related groups that have sought to punish the Episcopal, Presbyterian, and United Methodist denominations for leadership choices with which the IRD disagrees through seizure of church property and other assets entrusted to the church communities of these respective denominations for mission and ministry; and be it further
[ ] RESOLVED, That the Episcopal Diocese of New York call upon the General Convention of the Episcopal Church to authorize creation of a joint task force of the affected denominations to:

1)
Assess the threat to religious freedom posed by the activities of the IRD and related groups;
2)
Develop recommendations to mitigate such threats; and

3)
Ascertain the cost to the three denominations to date of litigation to prevent the alienation of church property and other assets.

	EXPLANATION
	

	For nearly 30 years, IRD has publicly stated its goal of “reforming” the Episcopal, Presbyterian, and United Methodist churches along “orthodox” lines, even though it is not accountable to any of those churches.  Each denomination has produced films, documentaries, and exposés about IRD’s damaging activities, but each continues to treat the problem as internal discontent rather than a coordinated assault on religious freedom.  This approach has resulted in costly litigation in all three denominations.  A joint task force is needed to share information and develop common strategies to safeguard the freedom and financial health of the three target denominations.
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