
	Proposer of Resolution:
	The Reverend Michael Shafer
Member, Diocesan Indian Network
(518) 398-5628; jmshafer@earthlink.net

	Title of Resolution:
	Commending the Ministry to People of Transgender Experience of the Church of South India, Diocese of Madras

	TEXT OF RESOLUTION
	

	[ ] RESOLVED, That the Episcopal Diocese of New York commend  our partner the Diocese of Madras in the Church of South India,  her Bishop, priests and laity for their commitment to social justice for all who are oppressed and especially for their active program of ministry to people of transgender experience; and be it further
[ ] RESOLVED, That the Episcopal Diocese of New York stand to encourage similar programs in our diocese and throughout the Anglican Communion that address hate and discrimination against people who represent alternative sexual orientations or gender identities.

	EXPLANATION
	

	In our Baptismal  Covenant we have promised with God’s help to strive for justice and peace among all people and to respect  the dignity  of every human being.

The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act has been enacted into law by the United States Congress in response to the hate-motivated killings of two men, one targeted because he was  gay and the other because he was African-American.

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ) youth are at significantly higher risk for depression, substance abuse, suicide and other life-threatening responses to institutional and societal homophobia.  This situation has fostered the creation of organizations and programs, enlisting hundreds of volunteers and professionals to conduct interventions that address the critical unmet needs of LGBTQ youth, thus making obvious our need for repentance.

The Episcopal Church has made clear our desire to stand in solidarity with lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people in seeking justice, dignity and full, inclusive participation in the Body of Christ, as evidenced by the ordination of persons who are openly gay or lesbian and the growing acceptance of the blessing of same-gender relationships.
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