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	Title of Resolution:
	The Promotion of Prison Ministry as a Vocation

	TEXT OF RESOLUTION
	

	[ ] RESOLVED, That the 234th Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of New York recognize the critical importance of prison ministry to the health and well-being of prisoners and to the whole community; and be it further

[ ] RESOLVED, That the 234th  Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of New York actively recruit clergy and seminarians, particularly minorities, to consider prison ministry as a vocation.

	EXPLANATION
	

	In Matthew 25:31-36, Jesus enjoins those who would follow him to visit those in prison, for "just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did to me."

A very important role for chaplains in prison settings is to be a sensitive advocate for those who are incarcerated.  Many chaplains currently ministering in New York prisons focus solely on worship, Bible study, and prayer with inmates.  They do not creatively engage prisoners in seeking advanced education, workshops or seminars that offer them hope and confidence for the future and prepare them for the time when they will leave prison.

In addition, the majority of those incarcerated in New York State are African-American and Hispanic and would benefit greatly from the presence and ministry of chaplains sharing their ethnicity.

"Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal:  Visit our jails and prison with your pity and judgment...And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord, we do for you, constrain us to improve their lot.  All this we ask for your mercy's sake.  Amen." (BCP, p. 826)
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